
Idaho Community Action Network  (ICAN) provides a voice for Idahoans committed to social, economic, and racial 
justice for all. Since ICAN’s inception, our highest priority has been making sure we deliberately include Idaho’s diverse 
population in the organization .  Over the years, ICAN has worked to pass farmworker minimum wage, worker's comp 
coverage, and contract or bonding. We have also defeated several punitive bills against immigrants. Most recently, ICAN 
introduced legislation to establish in -state tuition for immigrant students seeking higher education. In both 2007 and 2008, 
the bill did not make it out of co mmittee.  

Adelante  

The failure of Idaho lawmakers  to recognize the real and potential contribution of immigrant youth to the future of our 
country and our state demonstrates a lack of long -term vision. However, we at ICAN believe that youth needs to be 
encouraged to meet their full potential. In response, in June 2009 ICAN launched its newest project, Adelante. Adelante is 
designed to provide Latino youth with tools, information, and support to pursue higher education. Sixty -eight youths grades 7 
- 12 from Burley, Rupert, and Jerome, ID attended t he Adelante Summer Camp, which was held in the summer of 2009 at the 
College of Southern Idaho (CSI) in Twin Falls, ID.  

The youth had a packed week. On Monday, they participated 
in a ropes course that allowed them to get to know each other 
and begin to build trust among participants . On Tuesday, the 
youths  attended workshops that focused on the FAFSA (a 
required college Financial Aid form) , the SAT/ACT, and how 
to prepare for college. They also had a review course on how 
the government works , including a visit from a local legislator. 
At the end of the day, the students visited with representatives 
of various colleges and universities in Idaho. We also held an 
Open House for the students’ parents so they received the 
same information about the colleges and universities as their 
children. Forty -three parents attended this session.  

On Wednesday, the youth had an opportunity to learn about 
community organizing. They also continued with workshops, 
this time on financial aid, la bor laws and educational 
resources. That evening, the students had a dance.  

On Thursday morning, the youth engaged in community service projects. They held a car wash to raise funds for a refugee 
program at CSI. They also picked up trash throughout the ca mpus. In the afternoon, they had workshops focusing on career 
choices. The day ended with the awarding of certificates to the participants. On Friday morning, the students went to Boise 
to meet with Judge Gutierrez of the Appellate Court. In the afternoon,  they played laser tag and video games before driving 
back to the Magic Valley.  

Despite the program’s success and the overwhelmingly positive reaction from the participants, higher education remains 
elusive for many Latino youth, even those who participate d in Adelante. The cost of college tuition , if an in -state tuition 
waiver is not granted , is prohibitive for most families. The continued criminalization of undocumented immigrants will drive 
many of these youth into the underground economy, thus preventing them from realizing their  dreams and becoming 
contributing  members of the broader community. ICAN continues to work for the passage of comprehensive immigration 
reform and to support the DREAM Act.

 
Yin Radio,  a new Fund for Idaho grantee in 2009, was funded to produce stories that empower and validate women 
storytellers/experts and give women a voice in the media. This voice sends a message of empowerment, validates listeners and 
encourages them to share their own stories.    

For her masters project at the University of Idaho, Isabella Stoloff  wrote and directed a 
powerful one -woman show  based on real stories of real women.  

Bella collected stories by interviewing women around Moscow , asking them t his guiding 
question:  "What event changed your life?"  

Many were hard stories, recounting events of loss and fear; others were wonderful stories, 
recalling memories of love and birth.   Based on her desire to share these stories, Bella 
created a one-woman show, which she performed in many venues.  

Just a few years later, her degree completed, her daughter growing into a young 
woman, Bella  was moving on — searching for the "next step." That's when Yin Radio caught up with her and asked her to read 
from her one -woman show on air. She did, with enthusiasm.  

Reviving the show through radio performances has had a lasting effect on  Bella Stoloff in many ways. She said, "It absolutely 
impacted me. I performed it three more time s, once for a Presbyterian church, the n in my backyard, and finally, as a CSUF 
alumni, I performed it at their Art Center in Downtown Santa Ana. It was amazing! I got a job at the local junior coll ege, 
teaching Acting and Oral Interpretation."   


